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JUST CHAMPION                                                               

GARY ELLIS and MAUREEN PERKINS were crowned Champion of Champions as one of the highlights of the 
bowling calendar, regarded by many as the season finale, was played out at the famous Waterloo Hotel, 
Blackpool. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
GARY ELLIS, winner of the John Smiths Classic at Cleckheaton, added to his 2004 success, where strangely enough he qualified on 
that occasion by winning the same competition, with victory over three-time champion, Graeme Wilson and current Fleetwood 
Bowling Festival winner.  
 

Wilson held the edge over Ellis in the title stakes prior to the start of play, 3 titles to 1, but the gap is now closed to just one title 
separating the fine ambassadors of our great game as Ellis won a great final 21-15 in front of a bumper crowd on a gloriously 
sunny day.  
 

MAUREEN PERKINS love of the Blackpool air continued as she won a thrilling final against Wendy Allen, 21-16, where the rain 
hardly stopped all day. 
 

Maureen qualified by winning the Ladies Talbot Trophy played at the nearby Talbot Hotel the previous month and on her way to 
victory she ended the title hopes of two former winners. 
 

247.tv were on hand to cover proceedings and whilst it was the men who got the lion share of air time when the programme was 
screened on Sky Sports the excellent production must have given our game a huge lift as the viewing figures of this, the Senior 
Individual Merit and the Senior County Championship final, were encouraging. 
 

bŜȄǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǾŜǊǘ ōŀŎk to their more traditional date of the final weekend of September. 
 

The dates for your diary are: Men - Saturday 29th September; Ladies - Sunday 30th September. 
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ELLIS CLOSES THE GAP IN CHAMPS TITLES  

With 247.TV recording proceedings for broadcast on SKY TV it was fitting that the game's top two bowlers, Gary Ellis and Graeme 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ./D.! /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ on the hottest October day of the year! 
 
Both players had contrasting opening games, Wilson, easing past the Welsh champion Nicky Jones 21-6 while Ellis beat his Greater 
Manchester county colleague, and Merit winner, Gareth Gwilliam, 21-15 in which Ellis's first eight scoring ends were all two's. 
 
The second round saw almost the same scores posted but in complete reverse. It was Ellis who handed in a 21-4 card with 
Derbyshire Merit winner, Nick Jellyman, not getting on the scorecard until Ellis was on 11. Wilson ended his Taylor Bowls protégé, 
Jack Hargreaves, winner of the June Isle of Man Festival, title hopes in a 21-15 score line. Hargreaves seeing his early 7-2 
advantage turn into a 15-7 deficit as Wilson went on a thirteen break and eventual victory, though the Greater Manchester 
youngster fought back to 15-18. 
 
Ellis faced his toughest test in the quarter-finals where South Yorkshire Merit winner, Richard Jackson, matched him end by end to 
a final 21-мф ǎŎƻǊŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ 9ƭƭƛǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŀƳŜ ƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀǎ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-break brought the score to 
20-19 only to then throw the jack off at the crucial next end with Ellis taking full advantage on the new mark. 
 
Wilson was up against Scott Fisher, winner of the South Leeds Classic and part of the Yorkshire County Championship winning side 
at the beginning of September. Wilson was quickest off the mark to race into an early 7 nil lead with Fisher unable to recover 
those seven shots as Wilson won 21-14. 
 
The first semi-final paired Ellis with the Hillcrest Complete Packaging Services champion, Wayne Ditchfield. Wayne had put in 
some solid performances throughout the day seeing off Glyn Cookson (21-20), Martin Gilpin (21-15) and Ross Dunkley (21-9). Ellis 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ōǳǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀ нм-15 defeat.  
 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ tŀǳƭ DŀƳǎōȅΣ five-time Warwick & Worcester Merit winner. Gamsby had earlier beaten Chris Goodhand 
and Steve Curbishley 21-14 and reached the semi-final with a convincing 21-9 success over the Isle of Man champion, John 
YŜƴƴƛǎƘΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ Ǝŀme and ended up on the wrong end of a 21-8 reversal.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The large crowd eagerly awaited the final 
and they were not to be disappointed. 
 
9ƭƭƛǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘǿƻΩǎ ŀǎ 
he got on his favoured East Stand edge and 
after several exchanges of the jack 
progressed to an impressive 15-8 lead.  
 
But back came Wilson and at 12-15 down 
and counting a double Ellis struck and took 
ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
16-12 in front. 
 
This turned the game but still you could not 
write off Wilson. Singles were the order                                                                                                                                                               

of the day in six of the final seven ends but with Ellis outscoring his 
Yorkshire opponent the trophy was heading back to Whitefield for a 
second time. 
 
BCGBA President, Barry Jennings, ended his year in office by making the 
presentations. 
 
** Gary and Graeme met the following day in the final of the Whaley 
Bridge Open - Graeme won 21-13. 
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JOHN PARROT T  

 

It is now almost twelve months since John Parrott agreed to become Patron of the British Crown Green 
Bowling Association. 
 

Due to his heavy work commitments in Snooker, Horse Racing and Golf, John has been unable to attend 
any of our events during 2011 but Development Officer, Pat Crowther, is in the process of contacting his 
agent with a view to his presence at our events next season. 
 

Pat has received several requests for John to attend other bowling events during 2011, all of which were 
passed on to his agent. 

 
 

MANAGEMENT MEETING  
 

Management Committee members are reminded that their next meeting takes place on Saturday 19th November.  
 

As usual, the meeting will take place at Winnington Park, with a 9.30am start. 
 

 
 

PROMOTION OF CONTESTS  

 
With Open Competition organisers already advertising their competitions for next year, many of which are already full, it might be 
worth reminding Promoters of bowling contests, new or old, who invite entries from Clubs within their County of promotion that 
they must apply to their County Authority for affiliation and approval.  
 

If a competition organiser is inviting or accepting entries from outside the County staging the event, after applying to their County 
Association for approval, they must then apply to the BCGBA and pay an Annual affiliation fee of £6.00 (to the BCGBA CEO) at least 
28 days before the commencement of the contest.  
 

On all entry forms and all forms of publicity relating to the event the words "Affiliated to and Approved by the British Crown Green 
Bowling Association", the maximum number of entries, the entry fee and the total prize money should be included and promoters 
accepting female entries must clearly indicate that it is a mixed competition. The application must state the name of the Club and 
venue where the contest is being held and such contests shall be deemed 'Open Contests'.  
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛfying rounds of open competitions shall be contested on the date of and within the 
County Association where the BCGBA Senior Merit Finals are taking place and approval will not be granted at either County or 
BCGBA level for any contest which does not possess the Public Liability cover defined in Bye Law 5(b). 
 

 

HITCHEN ON HIS WAY TO 200  

If you thought Paul Gamsby's 144 appearances for 
Warwick & Worcester was impressive then what 
about Robert Hitchen. 
 

The Yorkshire stalwart made his 151st appearance 
in his side's Crosfield Cup final victory in the 
BCGBA Senior County Championship. 
 

From memory, Robert says he made his debut in 
мфтс ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƭŜƎ ŀǘ IƛƭƭŎǊŜǎǘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ 
Club. Wales were his first opponents but it wasn't 
a winning start as he lost on his debut. 
 

But it wasn't long before he was off the mark and 
his record shows that he has won over two-thirds 
of his Senior County Championship (excluding 
Supplementary) games he has played in. 
 

Amazingly, Robert has played in 19 Crosfield Cup 
Finals, being on the winning side on 10 occasions. 
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MAUREEN LIKE S TO BE BESIDE THE SEASIDE  

 
What a difference a day makes. With the men basking in the Blackpool sunshine the previous day, the ladies had to don their wet 
gear as the weather took a severe turn for the worse with constant rain during their Champion of Champions event, eventually 
coming to a stop, typically, just as the final was coming to an end. 
 

The First Round was full of shocks with a number of the fancied runners ς Julie Green, Lynsey Gorman, Julie Gardner, Maliza 
Herbert and Katrina Earl, champion in 1998 and 1999 (under her maiden name, Caley) - making early exits. 
 

This still left former winners Pat Roscoe and Lesley Smith in the competition but they both came up against Maureen Perkins who 
was at the top of her game as she powered to her first title. 
 

Maureen, winner of the Ladies Talbot Trophy the previous month, faced two gruelling 21-17 opening round victories to reach the 
last eight. She finally got away from the North Warwickshire champion, Jill Gibbon, in the First Round having peeled on no fewer 
than five occasions, the last being 17 across then had an anxious wait before securing her second round victory over the South 
Derbyshire champion, Linda Wheeldon. 
 

Surprisingly, her easiest games came against the former winners. Pat Roscoe, winner of the Greater Manchester Merit and 
Champion of Champion in 2006 was on the wrong end of a 21-10 score line with double champion (1992 and 2001), Lesley Smith, 
faring slightly better as the Cheshire Merit winner scored 11. 
 

In the final, it was looking like it was going to be another comprehensive victory as the Blackpool sea air, although wet, seemed to 
suit the Talbot winner as she led Wendy Allen, winner of the Mid Cheshire Merit, 15-2. 
                                                                                          

Wendy's battling skills once again came to the fore as she had done in previous rounds. Against Lynsey Gorman she ran out to 
game from 17-20, against Nicola Potts she 
turned a 16-11 deficit into 21-18 success and 
against Jodie Faulkner in her semi-final she 
fought back from 11-17 to win a 21-20 
thriller. 
 

But in the final she gradually fought her way 
back into the game winning eleven of the 
next thirteen ends to trail 17-16.  
 
Unfortunately, her efforts were all in vain as 
her comeback was to end as Maureen scored 
a two at the next end and finished the game 
off with two singles to register a 21-16 score 
line. 
 

Among some notable performances 
throughout the day was that of Alicia 
Ormsby and Jodie Foster. 

 
Alicia, the BCGLBA Junior champion for the second year running, 
claimed the scalp of favourite Katrina Earl in her opening game, 
21-16, but then lost narrowly to former winner Pat Roscoe, 21-19, 
in her next game. 
 
Jodie, the Warwickshire Merit winner, reached the semi-finals just 
two weeks after giving birth to a beautiful baby girl. 
 
 
The British Crown Green Ladies Bowling Associations wish to 
extend their deepest sympathies to the family and friends of 
Marion Jones, former secretary of Greater Manchester Ladies, 
who sadly recently passed away. 
 

Maureen Perkins receives the trophy from BCGLBA President, Isobel Jones 

..... and then interviewed for Sky TV 


